110               MEMOIRS OF THE DTJKE OF SAINT-SIMON.

for his sins. He was so troubled that he could not help showing
it; then, more and more agitated, he told the cause of his dis-
turbance to the company, who laughed at him in the first place,
but, upon finding that he wasgrowing really ill, they endeavoured
to convince him that the magpie belonged to a neighbouring
village, where it had learned the word. It was all in vain: La
Varenne was so ill that he was obliged to be carried home;
fever seized him, and in four days he died.